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* I wish to bring to your a entlon my increasing concern
about developing U.S. attitudes toward European participation
in the development of the post-Apollo Space Transportatlon
System and the need for prompt U.S. decisions in this matter,
if we are to control the play of events.'

é’q :

Your name. has been closely 1dent1f1ed w1th U S. efforts

~over the past several years to encourage European participa-

- tion in the development of that System -- the Shuttle, the

Tug and associated research applications modules (RAMs).

~ Tom Paine, alluding repeatedly to what he described as your
views, visited each major European capital to invite such

~ participation. In October of 1970 and again in February 1971 °
Alex Johnson and a sub-cabinet team met with the European
space and science Ministers. These and other activities of
responsible U.S. officials, 1nc1ud1ng our Ambassadors, have
jprGV1ded the Europeans every reason to believe that the U.S.
was seriously interested in having them participate in the
development of certain parts of the Shuttle, in one or more
of the RAMs, and especially in the Tug. As an indication 435
of their interest the European governments have already spent
or committed a total of §$11.5 million on preliminary technical
studles ‘

The European space and science Mlnlsters are scheduled _—
to meet in three weeks (May 19th) to formulate their views
with respect to part1c1pat10n, and. agaln in early July to 5\

~ take a final position. We can expect a visit of a high-level
~ European delegation shortly after the May meeting. kVn

“Within the last several months U.S. views that we should
fnlmlze European participation have begun to harden. These "
iews hold that we should not permit European part1c1pat10n

n development of the Shuttle because of domestic economic
onsiderations and the difficulties of sharing such a task

. with foreign governments and subcontractors. With respect \
*»f}to the Tug they hold that the development task will be too. '
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3. That we conduct negotiations
s¢ .85 to avoid indicating a maj
our policy toward European
in the proposals which we
the ESC).

L uyrge that vou.approve.fhis course of action in prin-
ciple and imstruct me to reach agreement with the turopeans
along these lines.
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